forbidden   at
ore the beginning of public"uasiness
' The committee finally  took a  middle coi
gested the adoption of a standing order where
at its rising on Friday would, without  motion
adjourned   till  Monday ; but  only on condition i
should be a Government order  day throughout  th
and  that the motion for a Committee of Supply or
and Means should always stand first among the Gov
orders on that day.    Desultory debates would then be
in the same way as on other occasions of going into
mittee   of   Supply.    Liberty would   be  left  to   member
Fridays for so long as Committee of Supply was open, w,
was the case during the greater part of the session.

Mr. Denison also discussed in detail the question, whic
had often been raised before, whether it might not bt
advisable to substitute select committees for committees
of the whole House in the case of public bills. He gave
his warmest support to such a scheme on the ground of
economy of time. At all events some bills should be con-
sidered by select committees and the House might decide
whether it would be necessary to send the bills to a com-
mittee of the whole House, or whether there was sufficient
opportunity for discussing them on report. Certain clauses
involving matters of great interest might, he suggested, be
re-committed to a committee of the whole House. He
specially recommended this procedure in the case of con-
solidation acts, which contain but a small number of
alterations in law. Mr. Denison made a strong point by
referring to the analogy of private bills ; these, in matters
of immense importance to trade and public welfare (in the
case, for instance, of railway bills) had long been delegated
to committees of five, and by them satisfactorily and finally
dealt with.2

Unlike their predecessors, the committee took up this
plan of reform. The report found the proposal of the
Speaker worthy of most careful consideration; it stated the

1 Report (1861), Minutes of Evidence, O. 427.

2  Ibid., Qq. 155-226.